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WHAT'S INSIDE
Learn exactly what it takes to become a
missionary with NET Ministries, the Catholic
organization whose ministry has reached
over 2 Million youth since 1981

a w a i t s

Find out about the two different
types of missionary teams
Outside of serving the Lord and
His Church, what are the benefits?
We answer all your questions and
go over the application process
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Your Greatest
Adventure Awaits

"There has never been a
more important time in the
history of the Church for
young, enthusiastic, faithful
missionaries to go and fulfill
the Great Commission.
Recent events have shown
our world how fragile life is
and has caused people to
ask some very deep
questions.
What is the meaning of life?
Why am I here? Where will I
find lasting peace and
security?
You know that the answer to
these questions begins with
a relationship with Jesus.
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Others who said
"Yes"

Frequently Asked
Questions

That is why you want to go.
That is why you are willing
to serve in the Church’s
mission of evangelization.
I look forward to meeting
you!"

Mark Berchem
NET Ministries Founder & President
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Application Process
Guide

The Missionary
Year Timeline

2

netusa.org/apply

During the last small group, after prayer ministry,
Ellie asked how everyone’s prayer time went. The girl
who was struggling answered, for the first time the
entire retreat and said, “Never in my life have I felt
the Lord call me in that way before. He put a desire on
my heart to go to confession that I have never felt
before. I want to grow closer with Him.”

FROM NET TEAM 11, 2019-20
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THE CRISIS
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T

hirteen is the median age for
young Catholics to leave the
church. By the end of high

school, an estimated 85% of Catholic
young people have left the faith. By
the age of thirty, only 33% of adults
are religiously affiliated at all.

Young Catholics are leaving the
Church at alarming rates. We are
losing these young people to a postChristian world, to a culture that
rejects truth and sacrifice in favor of
easy gratifications and self-fulfilling
pleasures.

We must reach these young people
before they leave their faith.

We invite you to join us in this
mission, and fight for the conversion
of young people.

NET Ministries trains teams of vibrant
and faithful young people to respond
to this crisis. Our teams minister to
over 100,000 young people each
year, as well as thousands of parish
workers and host families across the
country.

We Challenge young Catholics to
love Christ and embrace the life of
the Church.
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How Will You Answer?

DISCIPLESHIP TEAMS

Outreach to Youth

One-on-One

By serving on a discipleship team,

Discipleship

you will invest in a specific parish

Through one-on-one discipleship,

or school and its community with

you will walk with a young person

outreach, witness, and discipleship.

in their day-to-day life, helping

You will do this by reaching into

them to grow in relationship with

the daily life of youth, where a

God and to seek a life of holiness.

program can’t reach.

You will also get to share how the
Lord has worked in your life

Host Homes

personally.

Unlike retreat teams, on a
discipleship you will stay with host

Youth Groups/

families for 2 weeks at a time. This
gives you the chance to invest in

Events/Small Groups

those families and community

Small groups, retreats, youth group

members to share the love of Christ

nights, life events, sports games,

with them, while seeing true

and 1-on-1’s, are just a few ways

generosity.

you will reach youth daily on a
discipleship team. You will minister

Team Life/

to hundreds of youth throughout

Community

your year.

Discipleship teams consist of small
teams of 8 members, which gives
you the chance to invest deeply
into your mens and women's
groups on your team, all while
praying together daily. You will
learn true brotherhood and
sisterhood, along with how to
communicate, serve and reconcile
with those around you.
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How Will You Answer?

RETREAT TEAMS

Outreach to Youth

Host Homes

By spending anywhere from two

While traveling on a retreat team,

hours to three days with youth on

you will stay with many families

retreat, you will use a variety of

who will show you true generosity.

means to bring God’s love to each

Moreover, you will get the chance

youth you encounter. You will

to show the love of Christ, along

personally lead almost 1,000

with sharing the gospel to more

young people in small groups

than just the youth you encounter

throughout the year; talking with

on retreats.

each about their faith journey,
praying with them, and sharing

Travel in Vans

your personal testimony.

On a retreat team, you will travel
thousands of miles from town to

Team Life/

town in a van with your team
sharing how the Lord has worked

Community

in your life, all while growing

Retreat teams have 10 to 12

spiritually and learning how to love

members which gives you the

those around you as brothers and

chance to experience many

sisters in Christ.

different walks of life and see how
the Lord has worked in each
person, all while coming together

Retreats

as a community to support and

Consisting of large group activities,

uplift each other. You will learn

talks, dramas, skits, small group

true brother and sisterhood, how to

discussions, prayer and music,

communicate, serve and reconcile

retreats give youth a dynamic yet

with those around you.

prayerful encounter with Christ.

7

8

S

erving with NET Ministries
means giving nine months of
your life to live radically for the

Lord. You will carry one backpack, one
suitcase, and one sleeping bag.

You will be on a team of other faithful
young men and women. You will
inspire young people across the
country to pursue a deeper relationship
with Christ and increase their
connection to the Catholic Church.

While serving with NET, you will be
placed on one of two types of teams:
discipleship or retreat.

Each team will have 8-14 young men
and women from across the world. As
a team, you will push each other to
grow in holiness as you work together
to minister to youth. You will stay with
local families, minister across the
United States, and create meaningful,
lasting relationships with those you
meet.

As a missionary, you will learn life long
skills that will be beneficial in any
future vocation or career. Some of
these include:

A deep personal prayer life
Leadership skills
Public speaking skills
Flexible mentality
Authentic Christian brotherhood
and sisterhood

Join us, in encouraging young
Catholics to follow Christ and embrace
the life of the Church.

9

10

Others Who Said “Yes”
Elie Laville

Before I went "on the road", one of the popular
slogans for NET was "There's nothing like NET"
which I thought was pretty silly.

I found that to be quite true when I landed on a
retreat team for the 18'-19' year of ministry.
Sleeping in a different bed every night and
greeting a new community semi-daily was eye
opening and magnificent.

I mean this in the sense that I was stripped of so
many comforts due to travel, thus able to see
Christ more.

Never before in my life was I able

to forget about my own problems so quickly
and be immersed in an environment for the
purpose of loving the new community for the
few hours I was with them.

Then to hop back in the van and do it all again
for the glory of God.

I was blessed by the

communities and the young people I ministered
to them in ways that I am still discovering in
prayer.

A retreat team isn't for everyone, but that doesn't
mean it's not for you.

11

Others Who Said “Yes”
Michele Volk

Serving on a discipleship team was an
incredible opportunity to bring Christ to others
and to be personally challenged.

First, being in the same place all year was a
huge gift, allowing for genuine relationships to
grow. As a team, we were able to be a part of
a larger community, getting to know not only
the students but the families and staff as well.

In the end, the most impactful aspect was
building relationships with students and walking
with them in their faith. It was always a gift to
be let into their life and watch them encounter
Christ.

It took patience and perseverance and it called
me on to a deeper personal holiness. In the end,
I learned about the overall importance of this
work in the life of any Christian.

I came to realize that building relationships and
walking with others is what I am called to do
wherever I am.
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Nervous about a

Worried about

Dating/Cellphone fast?

Family/friends reacting? Paths after NET?

It might seem strange, being

Family and friends who might

NET is an excellent stepping

asked to put aside your desires

not understand a call to mission

stone in a career path. You will

for vocation, to focus on

can prove to be the most fertile

develop leadership and public

intentional brotherhood and

ground for the Lord to work.

speaking skills, logistics and

sisterhood.

Concerned about Career

flexibility, communication and
No matter what those at home

stamina.

It might seem restrictive, being

say, your job is to follow God’s

told to put away your cell-

will for your life. If you decide

A gap year given to mission

phone for fasting periods

that NET is right for you, the

work also looks good on any

throughout the year.

Lord will use your “yes” to be a

resume. A year on NET is not a

witness to family and friends at

wasted year.

Is the Lord calling you to set

home.

your phone and your vocation
to the side, to follow Him and

You will be able to show them

grow in your own personal

the light of Christ by your

relationship with him?

example and sacrifice.

Concerned about
Fundraising?

Are you ready to give all that

Fundraising is not just asking for

you are to those around you

charity. It is giving others an

and experience authentic
brotherhood and sisterhood
centered in Christ?

opportunity to unite in your

Worried about

mission.

Traveling/Insurance?
It is both a way of growing in

Can you answer the call with

Your safety while serving is the

humility and sharing your

your whole heart, and give the

top priority to us. Because of

passion for evangelization with

Lord every aspect of your life?

this, NET only allows selected

others. When you can humbly

team members to be drivers

invite someone to join you in

based on a DMV background

mission, you enable them to do

check, age, and experience. All

good as well.

Scared about leaving

of our team members are
trained by professional

Our staff will coach you in the

instructors and our vehicles are

process of biblical support

Nine months is a long time to

maintained using the same

raising, equip you with needed

be away from family and

standards used by professional

resources, provide regular

friends. As you grow closer to

bus companies.

fundraising reports, and help

family/friends?

you stay on track toward your

your team, you will begin to see
them as family.

NET also provides health

goal of reaching full support

insurance for anyone who

before you arrive to training.

You will also be equipped to

chooses it. If you do not have

better love your family and

health insurance NET will work

In the past 2 years 98% of all

friends back home and to

with you to make sure you are

our missionaries reached or

choose to love, even when it’s

covered for your time working

went above the goal amount of

hard.

with NET.

$6,000 USD.
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Worried You

Worried about Team

Aren’t Qualified?

Life?

If you decide to serve with NET,

Team life is one of the most

we believe that you are coming

challenging and rewarding

to serve with us for a purpose

parts of a year on NET. You will

and a reason.

learn how to love and not
count the cost.

God isn’t looking for perfect
missionaries; He’s looking for

You will grow and be stretched.

willing souls. Prayer will sustain

You will be deeply immersed in

you.

authentic Christian brotherhood
and sisterhood, and learn what

You will fall, and you will get

faithful community and

back up again. But you will be

vulnerability looks like.

surrounded by support and
love.

Our staff is dedicated to
supporting and assisting each
team so they may thrive in
Team Life.

MORE QUESTIONS?
Email: Recruiting@netusa.org

A

nd Jesus looking upon him loved
him, and said to him, “You lack one
thing; go, sell what you have, and give to

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me."

Mark 10:21
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Step 1.
October - Applications open for upcoming missionary year

Step 2.
Request Application at netusa.org/apply

Step 3.
Submit Application

Step 4.
Have 3 people submit a Reference

Step 5.
Attend an Interview Retreat Weekend

Step 6.
Sign the NET Ministries Team Member Contract

Step 7.
Live a radical life for Christ as a NET Missionary!
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MISSIONARY YEAR
TIMELINE

SCAN ME WITH YOUR
PHONE'S CAMERA
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WANT TO LEARN MORE?

JOINNETUSA.COM

WANT TO START THE APPLICATION PROCESS?

NETUSA.ORG/APPLY

Recruiting Coordinator
Andy Norton
andyn@netusa.org
651.450.6833 ext.105

Recruiting Assistant
Meredith O’Bara
mereditho@netusa.org
651.450.6833 ext.102

