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Dear Friends,

By now we are all tired of being consumed by talk of the coronavirus. It has been a tough ordeal for 
many people. Our thoughts and prayers go out to those who have lost loved ones during this terrible 
pandemic. May God in His mercy and kindness bring them into His divine presence.

Like everyone else, the coronavirus demonstrated to our NET missionaries that we are not in control. 
No matter what we wanted or how clever we thought we were, our ministry with young people ended 
in mid-March as we recalled our 160 missionaries from across the nation. The NET staff did a fantastic job 
coordinating the safe return of our teams to their families in order to shelter in place with the rest of the 
country. 

A WORD OF hope
FROM OUR FOUNDER
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On the bright side, even with a shortened ministry year, our missionaries were 
still able to reach over 100,000 young people with the message of God’s love 
and mercy. Unfortunately, nearly two months of retreats - representing another 
20,000 youth -  had to be cancelled due to the pandemic.

It goes without saying that this is a very challenging time - but it is also an 
opportunity. People have slowed down. They have less to do and more time to 
think and ponder. Young people are trying to make sense out of all this. Will life 
return to normal? What is really important in life? Why did God let this happen? 
What does this mean for me and my future? 

This is the time for the Church to stay true to the Lord’s commission of  “go 
and make disciples.”  While most of us are sheltering at home, the NET staff are 
continuing to recruit a new group of missionaries to begin serving next fall.  
Amazingly, young adults are standing up to answer the call, “Here I am. Send me!”

Why, in the midst of so much uncertainty, are young people volunteering to 
give up a year of their life to serve with NET? Some would say, “Young people are 
crazy!” Others would say, “Young people are idealistic and want to do something 
to help.”

Probably both are somewhat true. 

But there is a deeper reality in play here. God’s Spirit is stirring in their hearts 
a call to give themselves in service to the Gospel. They are asking the same 
profound questions as their peers. As they ponder the deeper questions, they are 
coming to the realization that their hope comes from the Lord. And they want to 
share - they feel compelled to share - that hope which comes from God.
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Life may never return to “normal” as we know it. We may have to make adjustments to how we live and interact 
with others. We may have to change our lifestyle or our occupations. We may have to change how we entertain 
ourselves and how we spend our vacations or retirement plans. But one thing will never change – God’s unrelenting 
love for us and his desire that his church would share that love with as many people as possible.

In the time between Easter and Pentecost, we read through the Acts of the Apostles. We heard the call of Jesus to 
his followers to “go and make disciples.”

We saw him empower his followers with the Holy Spirit for mission. We observed the church community coming 
together to witness, by how they lived, that Jesus is alive. We watched those small communities send disciples 
on mission to proclaim the Gospel message and invite others into a life-altering relationship with Jesus Christ.

Today we have an opportunity to see that “Acts experience” play out in real time. We hear the Lord’s call to “go!” 
We are invited to be filled with the Holy Spirit in a new and fresh way.  We are asked to come together as Church 
and give witness by how we live that Jesus indeed is alive. And we are inspired to send out some of the disciples 
on mission to extend that personal invitation to others to come and follow Christ.

That is why in the midst of this challenging and unsettling times, young people are standing up, ready to 
serve. Let’s be encouraged by their example! Let’s ask ourselves what we can do to live the “Acts experience” at 
home, in our neighborhoods, in our faith communities. Let’s go and share our own 
experience of the risen Christ with those the Lord brings our way.

Sincerely in Christ,

Mark Berchem, MSW, MTS
Founder and President
NET Ministries, Inc.
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Let's be encouraged 
by their example
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Like many other non-profit organizatons, the 
coronavirus pandemic forced us to end our 
mission year a month and a half early. We sent 
our missionaries home in mid-March, resulting in 
a loss of 334 retreats and $263,865 in revenue.

We were also forced to cancel our spring 
fundraising banquets, upon which we heavily 
rely to bring in a large portion of our annual 
funds needed to keep the mission going. We are 
now facing a loss of $300,000 in donations meant 
to support the NET teams in addition to the lost 
retreat revenue.

On May 14, we held our first-ever virtual benefit 
event called Rejoice in Hope. During the hour-
long online event, nationally known Catholic 
speaker Fr. Mike Schmitz lifted our spirits and 
reminded us how keeping our eyes on our 
Risen Savior helps us maintain our joy, even in 
the midst of suffering. Former NET missionary 
Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Chairman of the USCCB 
Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, 
moderated our presentation and shared his own 
experience as a NET missionary and leader of one 
of our NET teams in 1991-1992.

FINANCIAL EFFECTS
OF COVID-19
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Early results are very encouraging, with $150,000 
raised towards our goal of $250,000. Our fundraising 
goal for Rejoice in Hope is a bold one, as we fully 
seek to fund this year's NET teams. This is an 
opportunity for concerned Catholics throughout 
the U.S. to step forward and offer their financial 
help, so that the 165 young men and women who 
have volunteered to offer a year of service to the 
Church as NET missionaries are able to be sent out 
to proclaim the Gospel to another 125,000 Catholic 
teenagers. We have had a surge of team members 
sign up to serve with NET a second year, and for 
that we are very grateful.

You can donate to Rejoice in Hope online at 
www.netusa.org/rejoiceinhope. Donations of all 
sizes are greatly appreciated.

And if you would, please help us spread the word 
about this wonderful opportunity to support our 
NET missionaries by letting your friends know about 
our program - we are sure they will be blessed by it.

www.netusa.org/rejoiceinhope
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ALUMNI EVANGELIZATION 
AWARD WINNERS 

NET Ministries is honored to announce the winners of NET's 2020 Alumni Evangelization award: 
Brad and Libby DuPont. 

Brad and Libby met while serving with NET back at the turn of the millennium (Brad: 1998-2000, 
Staff 2000-2003. Libby: 2000-2001, Staff 2001-2003). They were married in 2003 and are the parents 
of four children. 

Combined, they have 42 years of ministry experience including 8 years with NET, 16 years of 
parish youth ministry experience at St. John the Baptist in New Brighton, MN and 18 years in the 
Archdiocesan Family Life Office where they co-created The Joyful Marriage Project. 

Additionally, they serve on the National Leadership Team for the Pastoral and Matrimonial Renewal 
Center who publish the Every Day in Love course, the Living in Love retreat, and the Preparing to 
Live in Love Marriage Preparation Course.
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PAST RECIPIENTS OF THE 
ALUMNI EVANGELIZATION AWARD:

2012: Gordy DeMarais (SPO),  
      Sr. Consolata (Religious sister),  
      John Beaulieu (Steubenville Conferences)

2013: Caroline Gambale-Dirkes 
     (Evangelistic speaker) and 
                    Tammy Evevard (Evangelistic speaker)

2014: Francis Cabildo (Youth ministry,   
      musician)

2015: Dan DeMatte (Youth Minister, Speaker, 
     Camp Director)

2016: Doug and Marcella Weisbruch (Youth 
      Ministry)

2017: Fr. Emmanuel Mansford (Priest,  
                    working with poor)

2018: Dr. Mary Paquette (Pro-life Medical 
                    Doctor)

2019: David Calavitta (Evangelistic Speaker)

They both hold a Master’s Degree in 
Theological Studies from the Institute 
for Pastoral Theology at Ave Maria 
University. 

They are frequent speakers and writers 
in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas, where they share the joys and 
sorrows of family life through the lens 
of the Theology of the Body and equip 
couples to live their Sacrament more 
intentionally.  

Check out Brad and Libby's interview on 
the NET Ministries Podcast: 
https://tinyurl.com/bradandlibby
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RELEASE OF NEW YDISCIPLE SERIES
We are proud to share with you our latest YDisciple series, "Never Alone: Life With the Holy Spirit." This 4-session video 
series for Catholic teens is designed particularly with small groups in mind. Get more info at ydisciple.com/never-alone

"In a unified way, the team as a whole brought 
the warmth of Jesus’ love to us all in a way that 
made our young people want to grow closer 

to Christ and receive the Holy Spirit." 
- Fr. Steven Bauer

Associate Pastor, St. Luke’s, River Forest, IL 

Book a NET retreat today for our 2020-2021 
ministry year by visiting netusa.org/retreats!


