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Challenging young Catholics to love Christ and embrace the life of the Church

As many as 1,400 young people pour into the NET 
Center in West St. Paul each month for a vibrant 
Mass, contemporary music, energetic crowds, 
and powerful presentations at a Catholic teen 
evangelistic event called Lifeline. They are given 
the chance to experience the beauty of Mass with 
their peers as well as praise and worship, concerts, 
break-out sessions, and Eucharistic Adoration.

For 20 years, Joe Roueche and hundreds of 
volunteers have been coordinating and helping 
with this life-changing event.

Lifeline's humble beginnings  date  back to   October 
7, 1995, with 150 young people attending the very  

LIFELINE
CELEBRATES

first event. The event has since exploded in popularity, demanding an addition to be built onto the NET Center in 
2003. Today, an overflow room accommodates those who are unable to fit even into the addition.

The very first Lifeline SONAR in 1999 Conga lines were the fad
in 2000 Thanks, Joe Rouech

e, for
 

your w
ork with Lifeline!

(continued on page 4)
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Imagine being able to help someone attain eternity in Heaven. Now imagine 
making this eternal difference in the lives of thousands of Catholic teenagers.

How? By deciding to "pass on" a portion of your personal estate in support of 
NET Ministries.

By including NET Ministries in your will, you can help ensure that these fervent 
young adults continue to crisscross the country each year, sharing their vibrant 
Catholic faith with over 75,000 youth. 

At this very moment, another 150 volunteer team members are preparing to 
join a NET team and spend the next year conducting evangelistic retreats for 
youth desperately in need of young faith-filled role models. They are willing 
to go. Will you help send them?

Please contact Jim Hastings at 651.450.6833 x130 or
jimh@netusa.org if:
     • If you've already decided to put NET in your will, so that 
       we are better able to plan for the future
     • If you'd like more information on how to include NET in 
       your estate plan

www.netusa.org/legacysociety

ETERNAL LIFE 
PA S S  I T  O N
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Dear Friends,

Many of you have seen the series of videos 
posted on our website describing the brief and 
heroic life of NET alumnus Joe Hall as he valiantly 
battled cancer for four years. If you haven’t, I encourage 
you to check them out at www.netusa.org/prayforjoe. 
He was an inspiring young man.

Joe passed away on March 27th. Bishop Andrew Coz-
zens (NET alumnus and Chairman of our board of di-
rectors) presided at his funeral Mass alongside 11 
other priests. The church was filled to capacity. As my 
wife and I exited the church, a middle-aged man ap-
proached us and asked, “What’s going on at church?” 
After we explained, he quickly replied, “I don’t think I 
know him.”

That’s too bad, I thought to myself. Joe Hall was an 
evangelist. He served as a team leader with NET and 
was one of the first second-generation team members 
(his dad, Nick, served on the first team back in 1981). 
Three of his uncles and an aunt also served. After Joe 
served, he was followed by three of his siblings. Quite 
an impressive family! Joe also served as a student mis-
sionary with St. Paul’s Outreach (SPO) and as a long 
time youth worker with the Community of Christ the 
Redeemer (CCR). His faith and enthusiasm were conta-
gious and many people were drawn to him.

But Joe touched more people by how he suffered 
than by what he did with NET, SPO, or CCR. And that’s 
the lesson I want to take from the life of my friend. We 
don’t have to work for the church to be an evangelist. 
We evangelize by the very way we live our life and how 
we bring faith into our life and the lives of those we 
encounter.

Joe was young, and in a certain way, it seemed unfair 
that he should die so young. Joe had a different plan 
in mind for his life. He didn’t choose cancer - but at a 
certain point in his life he chose Christ. When Joe said, 
“I will follow you, Lord, wherever you lead,” he meant it. 
In his humanness he would’ve rather walked a different 
path, but in the deepest part of his heart he wanted to 
walk the path that Christ laid out for him. 

Joe did not see his sickness and suffering as a wall to 
be bumped up against. Rather, he saw it as a door to 
walk through. And as he walked through it, he affected 
so many lives. 

And that is why I think you should watch his videos. Let 
his life speak to you.

One of the profound lessons you will receive from him 
is that any of us can be an evangelist. Live the life that 
God has planned for you with grace and generosity, 
and your life will have an impact on so many.

I love Joe Hall and miss him. I am extremely grateful for 
the gift of sharing life with him and the lesson that he 
has taught me about following Christ.

Thanks to everyone who 
has prayed for Joe during 
these past four years. May 
we all live our lives with his 
same generosity and aban-
donment to God’s will.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Mark Berchem
Founder and President

a word from net’s founder and president:
              I dON'T ThINk I kNOw hIm
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Catholic  worship band SONAR, led by  Nate Reinhardt and  
NET alumna Caroline Metzinger, has been leading worship 
at Lifeline  for many years. Their dynamic faith and musical 
talent focused on bringing glory to God is powerful in 
reaching these young people with the Gospel. 

There are so many priests whose witness and ministry make 
the centerpiece of Lifeline - the Mass - the highlight of the 
evening.

 Of course, it takes a small army of volunteers to make such 
a huge event run smoothly.   Nearly 100 people - including 
teenagers - help out at Lifeline every month, doing 
everything from directing buses in the parking lot to serving 
at Mass. Roueche  frequently hears how these  volunteers 
grow spiritually from the experience. One example is Fr. Nick 
Vandenbroeke, who volunteered as a teenager at Lifeline for 
years before entering seminary and being ordained a priest.

"God is blessing this evangelistic outreach. And after twenty 
years, Lifeline is as fresh, dynamic and relevant as ever," 
Roueche said. "There is a spiritual renewal happening among 
Catholic young people today. Their thirst for God and their 
desire for things eternal is evident. I am continually awestruck 
at their depth of worship and attentiveness at Mass and during 
Eucharistic Adoration. The message they receive at each event 
is challenging, often counter-cultural, and coupled with a 
distinct call to conversion. It is an anointed experience."

PHOTOS, FROM TOP: 
1. SONAR LEADS PRAISE AND WORSHIP

2. FR. JAMES ADAMS CONSECRATES THE EUCHARIST
3. TEENAGERS PARTICIPATE AT LIFELINE

4. FR. MICHAEL SCHMITZ SPEAKS TO THE CROWD

(LIFELINE CELEBRATES 20 YEARS, continued from cover)
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In January, NET staff members endured the 48-hour round trip bus ride from Minnesota to our nation's capitol in 
protest against the 42-year-old Roe vs. Wade decision to legalize abortion in all 50 states. Staff members Jotham 
Allwein, Adrian Flores, Jenelle Ollerich, and Tatum Greensdale marched alongside 700,000 peaceful protesters 
who desired nothing less than to stop the abortion holocaust.

As the NET staff marched their way through the streets of D.C., they were filled with joy after meeting countless 
NET alumni, including Sr. Magnificat Rose and CFR Brother Jonah. 

Quietly marching alongside the NET staff and representing their respective dioceses were Archbishop John 
Nienstedt of St. Paul and Minneapolis and Archbishop Robert Carlson of St. Louis. 

NET Ministries was honored to be a part of such a life-changing event.

NET AT THE
MARCH FOR
LIFE

TOP PHOTO: NET ALUMNAE CLARE MORRIS AND PAM GONZALEZ HOLD AN "I AM THE PRO-LIFE GENERATION" SIGN AT THE MARCH
BOTTOM PHOTOS: NET ALUMNI BROTHER JONAH AND SISTER MAGNIFICAT ROSE, SOME CURRENT NET TEAM MEMBERS AND STAFF,

AND NET ALUMNUS BILL DILL MARCHED AMONGST THOUSANDS
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NET Ministries awards alumnus Dan DeMatte (03-04) with the Alumni Evangelization Award 2015.

The Alumni Evangelization Award is given out annually by NET Ministries to an outstanding alumnus. Criteria 
for nominees include:
   • Must have served with NET a minimum of 7 years ago
   • Must be living an exemplary Catholic life
   • Must be demonstrating an involvement in serving within the Church (professionally or as a volunteer)
   • Must be demonstrating an ongoing commitment to the mission of evangelization

We are proud to present this year's award to Dan DeMatte, speaker and evangelist, who challenges young men 
and women of today to live a life of radical holiness – a holiness that produces saints, not mere mediocre Catholics. 

He is a youth minister, national speaker, and retreat leader, and he also directs a high adventure youth camp 
(Catholic Youth Summer Camp - www.cysc.com) aimed at drawing young people into the adventure of their 
Catholic faith. He starred in A&E’s reality TV show, “God or the Girl,” defended the Church on Larry King Live and 
The View, and has shared his testimony on the Today Show. His apostolates have also been featured on EWTN’s 
Life on the Rock.

He wrote a book called Holiness Revolution (www.holinessrevolution.com) which was recently published by 
Dynamic Catholic. He is now on Dynamic Catholic's national speaking circuit as well, evangelizing from the 
stage at parish missions and other events.

He holds undergraduate degrees in theology and philosophy and a Master's Degree in evangelization from 
the Pontifical College Josephinum.

Dan is married to Amber Marie, a NET alumna, and together they have four children. 

ALUMNI 
EVANGELIZATION 
AWARD
RECIPIENT:
DAN DEMATTE
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EVANGELIZATION
AND
HEALTH CARE
NET alumna opens comprehensive
women's health practice

NET alumna Abby (Chism) Sinnett (2000-01) 
and her mother Dede Chism recently opened a 
comprehensive women's health practice called 
Bella Natural Women's Care in Colorado, whose 
services are in keeping with Church teachings.

Abby and her mother were inspired to open Bella 
after serving several years on medical missions to 
Peru. “We were aware that regardless of where we 
come from, all women deserve really good care that 
embraces their dignity and supports who they are 
and who they are meant to be,” she said.

The encouragement the women received from the 
local Catholic community, starting with Archbishop 
Aquila and including the Christian Life Movement, 
local parishes, and Catholic Charities’ Respect Life 
Resources, convinced them to move forward.

Along with this, a Catholic doctor with 23 years of experience and fresh off of a fellowship in medical and 
surgical NaProTechnology from the Pope Paul VI Institute in Omaha signed on immediately. “We really feel like 
the Holy Spirit is saying, ‘Now is the time and I will give you everything you need, including the best doctor in 
the country,’” Abby's mother said.

The chapel at Bella Natural Women’s Care is named after St. Gianna Beretta Molla, an Italian doctor and mother 
who developed a fibroid tumor while pregnant with her fourth child. She refused an abortion and hysterectomy 
to save the life of her unborn child, opting to simply have the tumor removed, knowing continuing the pregnancy 
would result in her death. The chapel will house a relic of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta, a beloved role 
model for both Abby and her mother.

Archbishop Samuel Aquila dedicated the new nonprofit health care center this past December.
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In 2008, NET alumni Josh Madruga (10-11) and the 
late Jonathan Sanchez (06-07) longed for a Catholic 
community similar to what they had when serving 
with NET. Their desire sparked an idea to create 
ARMEE Ministries (Adoration, Reconciliation, Mass, 
Eucharist, Evangelization) in Turlock, California. 
After Jonathan's death in 2010, his siblings (and NET 
alumni) Bianca (08-09) and Eryk (10-11) Sanchez 
joined Josh as leaders of the ministry.

ARMEE's goal is to give Catholics of all ages more 
opportunities to grow in their faith. 100 people 
gather weekly for fellowship, spiritual formation, 
and worship. Each week a different speaker shares 
about the Catholic faith and their own personal 
experiences, and is followed by Eucharistic 
adoration, praise and worship, and reconciliation.

MUSICAL GIFTS
ARMEE Ministries places a large focus on praise and 
worship and boasts a wide range of musical talent. 

AN ARMEE 
FOR THE LORD
NET alumni-led ministry with humble 
beginnings will open for a Matt Maher 
concert in June
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On November 3rd, the ARMEE band released their first album, which is available on iTunes. The album (pictured 
below) covers popular Christian songs and concludes with an original song written and sung by Jonathan Sanchez.

THE OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME
On June 18, 2015, the ARMEE Ministries band will open for 5-time Grammy-nominated Catholic recording artist, 
songwriter, and worship leader Matt Maher in front of a sold-out crowd of over 
1,000 at the Merced Theater in California.

Bianca says, "We are so humbled to have been given this amazing opportunity.  
We keep thinking about the fact that this ministry started as a couple of 
NET alumni who just wanted to pray together, and now we're opening for 
Matt Maher's concert!  The words thankful and excited do not even begin to 
fully express how we feel. ARMEE has never been about us or our own glory. 
Since day one, it has always been about pointing everything back to God. If 
participating in an event such as this brings one person closer to Christ, then 
we have succeeded."

MEMBERS OF ARMEE MINISTRIES POSE IN FRONT OF MERCED THEATER IN CALIFORNIA
LEFT TO RIGHT:

NET ALUMNI PETER FREITAS* (13-14), DANIEL MENEZES* (12-13, 13-14), MARCO RUBALCAVA (12-13), ERYK SANCHEZ* (10-11),
ANDREA SOUSA-JOHNSON (12-13), JOSH MADRUGA* (10-11), DALTON GONZALEZ (10-11), BIANCA SANCHEZ* (08-09)

*DENOTES ARMEE MINISTRIES BAND MEMBERS
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Lupe and Matt Schaefer, Doug and Marcella Weisbruch, John 
Valentino, and Joe Roueche have spent more than a decade 
each working tirelessly on an event that is near and dear to 
their hearts: NET’s Discipleship Week in Texas.

Each of these individuals has the following in common:

     •Served with NET Ministries 20+ years ago
     •20+ years of youth ministry experience
     •Married with children
     •Serving with Texas D-Week staff for 10+ years

Doug Weisbruch (NET alumnus 88-89) is the Director of Youth 
Ministry at St. Luke’s Catholic Church in Temple, Texas. His 
wife, Marcella (Hildebrand, 91-92), has been helping for the 
last four years as well. Doug says, “What I give at D-Week is so 
small in comparison to what I receive.”

John Valentino (NET alumnus 94-95) says, “I really enjoyed 
staffing youth retreats and thought [staffing D-Week] for a 
year would be a lot of fun. I thought I had a lot to offer NET 
and young people. What I didn’t realize was that God and the 
good people of NET had way more to offer me, that I was the 
one who needed the help.”

Lupe (Arellano) Schaefer (NET alumna 89-90, 90-91) and her 
husband Matthew (89-90, 92-93) consider it an honor and a 
blessing to be a witness to how God moves in the hearts of 
the youth at D-Week. Matthew is a full-time youth minister 
of 20 years and has helped with the Texas Discipleship Weeks 

since 2000. Lupe says, “How the teens yearn for more of Him 
inspires me to continue to grow in holiness.” 

Joe Roueche (NET alumnus 85-86, staff 94-present) has been 
working on NET staff as the Local Outreach Coordinator for 20 
years. He has been running D-Weeks since 1996.

When and why did you start helping with D-Week?
Doug: I started to help out with D-Week back in 1999 after 
[I started my job at my current parish].  I needed a summer 
retreat experience for the youth.  That first year we took 5 stu-
dents down for D-Week, and God worked powerfully in each 
of our teens. They all returned to D-Week the next year and 
brought a friend, and since then, we have brought as many as 
they will allow us every summer.

John: My first D-Week was in the summer of 1995. Doing a 
5-day camp with kids who wanted to be there sounded like a 
lot of fun. I had staffed a lot of youth retreats and camps even 
before NET, so I was all on board with the idea of a summer 
retreat.

Lupe: My first and second D-Weeks took place in 1990 when 
two D-Weeks were a part of my time serving with NET Minis-
tries.  My third and fourth ones were in 1991, also part of my 
NET year.  I then started doing the Victoria D-Weeks [as a staff 
member] in 2000.

Matthew: I have used NET training and teachings as the foun-
dation of how I evangelize the youth in my programs for 20 

FRONT ROW: JOHN VALENTINO, LUPE ARELLANO SCHAEFER, MARCELLA WEISBRUCH, JOE ROUECHE
BACK ROW: MATTHEW SCHAEFER, DOUG WEISBRUCH

TEXAS D-WEEK
SUPERSTARS
More than a decade of dedication
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years. I have not found a better or simpler way to be effective 
and still be relevant to the teens in bringing the gospel truth 
and conversion. D-Week empowers them to live out the very 
message they had been hearing all along and it becomes real 
to them. It is incredible to see the Holy Spirit move in the lives 
of the young people.

Joe: In the middle of my college studies there began a stirring 
in my heart for something more than a career. After a num-
ber of years in a large corporation and on the fast track to the 
top, that stirring was still there. I left the corporate life to enter 
theology studies and to discern what to do with my life.  To-
ward the end of my first semester, I read an article in a Catholic 
magazine on NET Ministries and the need for team members 
to share the Gospel across the country with Catholic young 
people. At that moment, I knew where I was called.

Can you tell me of a time during a D-Week where you wit-
nessed a powerful conversion?
Doug: Last year at D-Week, we had a beautiful time of Ado-
ration. Many hearts were deeply touched. The worship was 
heartfelt and sincere, but then, we entered a time of silence.  
We let the Lord touch hearts and speak as He wanted to - and 
He did. The silence was heavy and His presence was awe-in-
spiring. As we reposed our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament to 
the tabernacle in the back of the chapel, the teens turned and 
followed the Lord to the tabernacle. They started to praise 
Him and glorify Him with lifted hands. They stood in exalta-
tion and praise facing the tabernacle for an extended time of 
prayer and praise. God moved us past our emotions to a point 
of surrender that I believe will bear some truly lasting fruit in 
all of our lives.

John: I remember one young man a few years back who 
didn’t find out he was attending D-Week until a few days be-
fore the retreat. He had been lying to his parents about an un-
healthy dating relationship he was in. He really encountered 
Christ that week through his small group, the talks, reconcili-
ation, and worship, especially at adoration. He broke off the 
relationship (which was a very brave and difficult thing to do), 
reconciled with his parents, and committed his life to Christ. 
I’ve had the privilege to see that young man continue to trust 
God and to excel in evangelizing other young people.

Lupe: Many years ago there was a girl who did not see any-
thing good in herself. From the outside, her life looked per-
fect: married parents, financially stable, involved in numerous 
school activities, lots of friends, and quite beautiful, yet she 
struggled for years with feeling inadequate in all areas of her 
life. D-Week was very hard for her. She heard the truth of God’s 

love for her - and she believed it - but what she could not be-
lieve was that she was deserving of that love simply because 
He created her. She said to me that when she looked in the 
mirror all she saw was ugliness and failure. She said she felt 
like she had let God down. I had the opportunity to pray with 
her during Adoration. I prayed aloud that God would allow 
her to see herself as God sees her, that she would have at least 
a tiny idea of how beautiful and perfect God made her. Tears 
flowed as she saw herself in a way she hadn’t ever before. She 
and I still talk from time to time, and over the years she has 
been able to accept herself and see herself through His eyes.  
Her conversion has been a process that continues daily; one 
that began at NET’s D-Week.

What is your favorite part of Discipleship Week?
Lupe: One part sets up the next and so on. It quickly builds 
and literally explodes at Adoration.

John: The timing and duration of D-Week really lends itself to 
a powerful conversion experience for the teens, and a great 
spiritual renewal for me personally. Add to that the progres-
sion that NET has made with the increased men’s and wom-
en’s sessions and the real life tools that they teach the teens 
to bring home, and D-Week becomes way more than a spiri-
tual high. Mix in the fact that I get to bring the youth from my 
parish as their youth minister and be on staff with the team, 
it’s a win-win situation. Commitment to fellowship, morning 
prayer lab, explanation of Adoration and confession, and the 
focus of the talks all lend themselves to actually changing 
your life after D-Week. 

Matthew: The D-Week experience is like that moment when 
you can let go and be the person you hope to be in everyday 
living - and then you discover that you are that person; it’s just 
that you have allowed God’s presence to be more present.

Joe: When I was a parish youth minister, I had taken young 
people to many summer Catholic youth events. After one 
summer, I asked the teens from my parish what experience 
was the most faith-building. Unanimously, all 40 of them in 
unison yelled out, “D-Week!”

It's not too late to register your high schooler for Discipleship 
Week! This year we will be in Minnesota, Ohio, and Texas - and 
for the first time, Minnesota is also hosting a middle school 

D-Week. Find out more at www.netusa.org/dweek.
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Evangelization: a term so familiar that we 
might be slightly bored by it. It is such a buzz 
word in Catholic circles that there can be a 
tendency among some of us to approach this 
term with as much gusto as we do the 3pm 
hour at work: with a yawn and a lackadaisical 
cheer.

Some of us may think that evangelization 
was "that thing" that we did when we served 
with NET years ago. Others may think that 
our life circumstances make it someone 
else's responsibility. And still, there might 
be some who feel more ill-equipped than 
grace-equipped to navigate through the 
complexities of the world around us. 

ALUMNI 
REFLECTIONREFLECTION

Written by Steve Villa, NET Staff

What was once a mode for evangelization has now been replaced by a mode for survival: navigating 
through marriage, balancing finances, maintaining friendships, planning family vacations, parenting 
children, enduring work responsibilities, graduating college, hunting for jobs, maintaining a healthy 
diet and lifestyle, repairing tense relationships, caring for elderly parents or grandparents, and the list 
is quite endless, really.  

I challenge you to ask Jesus about the meaning of 
evangelization as it applies to your life. Try it this way:

1.  Read Luke 8:22-25, the familiar story of
           Jesus calming the storm at sea.  

2. Read the parallel passages in Matthew 
            8:23-27 and Mark 4:35-41 to compare 
            the details of the narrative. 
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QUESTIONS TO REFLECT UPON:
   • What experience from your life is symbolized by the storm at sea?
   • How does Luke describe the response of the disciples? How does Matthew describe the 
      disciples' response? What about Mark?
   • What is Jesus doing in this scene? How do each of the Gospel writers describe Jesus' actions 
      during the scene?
   • What is the destination of the boat? Where were the disciples headed with Jesus? Where are you 
      headed with Jesus?
   •  What image/phrase from any of the narratives strikes you? What resonates in your heart from 
      any of the Gospel passages?
   • How do these two quotes apply to the meditation:
              • From Mother Teresa: Stay where you are; find your own Calcutta. Find the sick, the 
                suffering, and the lonely right where you are. 
              • From Pope Francis: Challenges exist to be overcome! Let us be realists, but without losing 
                our joy, our boldness, and our hope-filled commitment. Let us not allow ourselves to be 
                robbed of missionary vigour!

In the end, Jesus remains Lord over the entirety of the human experience.  Out of sheer benevolence, 
He wants to share with us the process and responsibility of establishing His Kingdom on earth.  Does 
He 'need' us? In a certain sense, no, because the establishment of that Kingdom is not dependent 
upon our efforts; it will happen regardless of our participation.

However, He wants us to be a part of the building project because it will be the very path toward 
our personal sanctification and that of the world around us. Our faith is a "full-contact" sport; we're 
meant to be participants - not spectators - in the transmission of grace in every situation, with every 
person, in every place, in all hours of the day, to all corners of the world.   

Who needs to receive grace from you today?

NET ALUMNI: We would love to hear back from you with the fruit of this meditation 
about evangelization. Please email Steve (SteveV@netusa.org) some of your thoughts.

We would be glad to share with you some alumni thoughts about the matter in an 
upcoming edition of the Alumni E-Newsletter.  
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WEDDINGS

MALIA (FERNANDEZ) (12-13) and 
BRANDON TAIT (09-10, 10-11) wed on 
December 27, 2014 at St. Thomas More 
Catholic Church in Irvine, CA.

NICOLE (GONZALEZ) GETTY (10-11) 
was married to Joseph on January 31, 
2015 at Corpus Christi Catholic Church in 
Colorado Springs, CO.

MEGAN (SCARDINA) (08-09) and JARED 
BRAUD (02-03) were married on March 14, 
2015 at St. Elizabeth in Paincourtville, LA.

KRISTEN (MIRANDA) (10-11, 12-13) 
and CLINTON SHIELDS (12-13) were 
married on April 18, 2015 at Our Lady of 
the Assumption in Turlock, CA.

BIRTHS
KIM (WILSON) KOVASH  (94-95) and 
her husband Tom welcomed Philip 
Xavier on January 6, 2014. She says, 
"He's a real miracle in our family. We 
lost 5 babies before him and no one 
expected him to survive. We prayed a lot 
with 'Our Lady, Untier of Knots' during 
our pregnancy. When he was born, we 
discovered he had two true knots in his 
cord, something our doctor said, in all 
her 30 years of practice, she'd never seen 
a baby born alive with two true knots."

HUMBERTO CARBAJAL (94-95, 98-99) 
and his wife Monica welcomed their 
fourth child, Miguel Humberto, on 
December 13, 2014. 

EMILY (RUNSTEDLER) (11-12, 12-13) 
and JOSH TRAVIS (11-12, 12-13) are 
proud to announce the birth of their first 
child, Margaret Rose, on February 5, 2015.

MONICA (BEUTLER) (06-07) and 
JORDAN BUCHHORN (06-07) are the 
proud parents of Regina Marie, born on 
February 8, 2015. Regina joins big sister 
Cora.

DAVID HICKS (02-03, 03-04) is proud to 
announce the birth of Benjamin Carl on 
February 18, 2015.

GINI (VOEGELI) HOEFGEN (08-09) is 
happy to announce the birth of Jude 
Michael on February 23, 2015.

ALumNI uPdATE
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JANE (POLASCHEK) (08-09) and 
JONATHAN DETHOMAS (10-11) 
welcomed their third child, Benedict 
Waldo, on March 27, 2015. He joins twin 
brothers James and Isaac.

JOHN FLANAGAN (98-99, 99-00) and 
his wife Heidi welcomed John Francis on 
April 12, 2015. He joins Matthias, Sarena, 
Joy, Stephen and Owen.

SARAH (DIRKES) (11-12, staff 12- present) 
and DAN DRIVER (09-10, 10-11, staff 
11-present) welcomed their first child, 
Athanasius George, on April 23, 2015.

JOLENE (COREY) STOLZ (02-03) and her 
husband welcomed Corey Matthew on 
April 25, 2015. He joins three older brothers.

IN MEMORIAM

JOE HALL (07-08) age 26, passed away on 
March 27, 2015. He didn’t allow sickness 
or pain to dictate his life – he did what 
he felt God was calling him to do and 
he did it with zeal. Joe served as a youth 
worker for many years up to the day the 
Lord called him home. He had a passion 
for camping, fishing and the outdoors. 
He enjoyed spending time with his many 
close friends, playing softball, watching 
sports, matchmaking, and just hanging 
out. He served as the youngest ever 
team leader with NET and was a student 
missionary with Saint Paul’s Outreach. 
He graduated from the University of St. 
Thomas in 2011.

We are reminded by St. Thomas Aquinas 
as he commented on the book of Wisdom 
that length of life is not measured in years 
but in its fullness. Joe has lived well and 
filled his years to overflowing. His life has 
touched many and we are grateful.

Watch our video interviews with Joe at 
www.netusa.org/prayforjoe.

RELIGIOUS LIFE
FREDDY PEREZ (07-08) received his 
installation to the ministry of acolyte in 
the fall of 2014 at Assumption Seminary 
in San Antonio, TX.

CHRIS SMITH (10-11, staff 11-13), a 
seminarian in Dallas, will study at the 
North American College in Rome for the 
next two years, beginning this fall.

Congratulations to DEACON KYLE 
KOWALCZYK (05-06, staff 06-08) and 
DEACON JOE ZABINSKI (11-12, 12-
13), who were both ordained to the 
deaconate in the Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis on May 2, 2015.

OTHER NEWS

TERESA PETERSON (02-03), singer/
songwriter and worship leader, released 
a new EP titled “Freely Fully” on February 
10, 2015. It is available on iTunes. Learn 
more at www.teresapetersonmusic.com.

SHARE YOUR NEWS WITH US!
We'd love to share in your excitement! Submit your 

news to alison@netusa.org to keep us updated.
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NET MINISTRIES

www.netusa.org                          fb.com/netministriesusa                          @netministries                          @netministries                          youtube.com/netministriesusa

DID YOU KNOW: It costs $19,000 to recruit, train, and provide for each NET team member during their year of ministry?
NET covers this cost in three ways:

1. Fees charged for retreats or parish/school teams
2. Sponsorship funds raised by NET team members
3. Annual gifts from benefactors wishing to partner with NET to promote faith among Catholic youth

“The genius of
NET Ministries is

peers sharing faith
with peers.”

Archbishop John C. Nienstedt
of St. Paul and Minneapolis

WWW.NETUSA.ORG/DONATE

CATHOLIC YOUTH BENEFIT BANQUET
On April 27, NET Ministries held its annual 
Catholic Youth Benefit Banquet. This 
year’s theme was the long-term fruit of 
NET. Nearly 600 attendees, including 
Archbishop Nienstedt and Bishop 
Cozzens, filled the venue to near-capacity.

If you were unable to attend the banquet 
but would like to support NET Ministries, 
please fill out the giving envelope 
stapled within this newsletter or visit 
www.netusa.org/donate. 


